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· Using the criteria I have outlined in the powerpoint, discuss whether or not you believe this play qualifies as a “great American play.” Be sure to write at least a paragraph for each of your arguments and use specific examples of productions, awards etc… to back this up.
The play “A View from the Bridge” is the work of Arthur Miller, an American playwright. The play was staged first in 1955 at the Coronet Theatre on Broadway. The play ran successfully, with Miller revising it into two acts. The setting is in an Italian-American, which is Brooklyn Bridge in New York. In the play, Eddie becomes the tragic protagonist, who is getting obsessed with Catherine, who is his wife’s nice.
The play qualifies to be “a great American play” in that it presents all that is required to be an American play. The play is constantly revived, showing American history from the past to the modern days. The play is being used by other playwrights who are in the field of dramatizing to acquire the skills presented by Miller. Furthermore, critics have become common showing great efforts made on his work.
The great work of Miller is enhancing learning in the institution. In various institutions, the play is given to students who are evaluated with a test. Thus, the play has improved the language skills of students. Besides, miller received award for the best play writers meaning the play qualifies to be ‘a great American play”.
· What does it mean to say “this play transcends its era” or “the play is more relevant than it was when it was written?” What are two major themes in this play that Miller addresses ahead of their time and why might one call Arthur Miller “prophetic?”
The play “traceeds its era” because having written in the past, it's now more useful today. Initially, the acts represented by the play were not common as they are taking place today.  The play was meant to address corruption that was taking place in the Brooklyn docks. Justice and judgment are the major themes addressed ahead of time in the play. The struggles for ordinary men are used in attaining justice. Those in authority and the use of insurmountable odds make it challenging to reach justice. For instance, in the play, Eddie if facing the problem of choosing being an American or not, since he fears to name those in power who are committing the unlawful acts.  In his opening speech, Alfieri establishes that justice and law are going to be important in the play. Coincidentally to these happenings in the play, they are taking place today, making Millers' work is kind of prophecy. 
· Along the same lines, Miller’s play The Crucible is about the 1950’s but is set in the 1680’s. Name two reasons why Miller would do such a thing.
Setting the play, the crucible in the 1680s instead of the 1950s, Miller predicted what will happen in the future and avoided the danger of attacking directly. He didn't approach McCarthyism and anti-communists trials directly in the 1950s; rather, he creates a morality play concerning persecution and intolerance taking place in Salem. He knew setting the play in the 1950s will not impact much on society. Secondly, setting the play in the 1950s would be a challenge since many other authors will have a concern to address the issues. Dramatizing the play during that time could show that he knew about the prosecution. Since then, there was no freedom of the press, and therefore, he also feared to face trials. To avoid this, he writes the plays earlier than the acts. Eventually, this is seen as the hidden freedom of the press. 
· What role did Marilyn Monroe play in getting Miller’s charges before the HUAC more national profile/ attention?
In 1956, Miller was subpoenaed to appear before HUAC. He was charged with the refusal to submit names of colleges who participated in the communist activities. Having divorced his first wife, he chooses to remarry Marilyn Monroe. He then wrote the Misfits and gave it to Monroe to present. Even though the misfits were unsuccessful, the presentation drew much attention to Miller's charges to his audience. He was never comfortable with the Hollywood presentation. The misfits created awareness that the politicians were the ones accusing him. Later, Miller divorced with Monroe. Years later, Monroe died, and Miller's charges went back as the critics accused Miller with the death of Monroe. 
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